Destroying the Idols in Your Life
Daniel 3:1-7

	Today’s message will be centered on the topic of idolatry. We are beginning the third chapter of the book of Daniel. As we begin this chapter we need to quickly review what we have discussed so far. Daniel and his three friends have just been appointed as the second in power behind King Nebuchadnezzar. Daniel is the prefect over all the wise men of the kingdom, while Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego oversee the province of Babylon. They received these honors because God had declared to Daniel the dream of the king as well as its interpretation. What is very important for us to remember as we move forward today is that the king of Babylon praised God and had given Him the credit for providing the meaning of the dream through Daniel. We did mention though that the king had not yet been convinced that all the gods of Babylon were false and that there is only one God. Today we will have provided for us evidence of this fact. The king will build a statue and demand others to worship it. This passage will show us how dark and lost the human soul is when it is not in line with the Spirit of God. Please refer to Daniel 3:1-7 in the bulletin as we read it together. (Read the Scripture)
	As we begin the passage today, we are told that King Nebuchadnezzar decided to build a statue to show his power as well as demand others to worship him. In verse 1 we are given the dimensions as being 60 cubits tall (which is about 90 feet) and six cubits wide (which is about 9 feet). The king set it up on a plain so that it could be seen by the people. This statue was built so that it could be seen for miles away and so that the people would be able to gather to worship it. 
	Continuing in verse 2 we read that the king sent word to all the officials in the kingdom that he wanted them to come to the dedication of the statue. He orders all the officials to come, which would have included Daniel and his three friends. In verse 3 we are told that all the officials come to the dedication and then in verses 4 and 5 we read that the command is given to the people that when they hear the blast of the trumpet they are commanded to bow down before the statue and pay it homage. So, as the passage concludes we see the officials of the land following the command of the king. What we cannot forget to mention, however, is that if anyone in the kingdom refused to bow down to worship the statue they would be killed by being thrown into the fiery furnace. We have the situation set up for us, so what we need to do now is discuss what this account teaches us regarding idols and how we can destroy the idols that are present in our own lives. 
	As we begin to unwrap the message being conveyed in this passage let us first take a moment to define what an idol is. An idol is anything that mankind chooses to worship other than the one and only true God. Looking back in the Old Testament we see from the very beginning of time that man has had a problem with wanting to worship the creation rather than the creator. For example, Adam and Eve chose to disobey God by eating the fruit because they wanted to be like God by knowing the difference between good and evil. They worshiped human knowledge over Godly wisdom. By the time of Moses when he was in Egypt, we find the Egyptians having their own gods and they even went so far as to worship Pharaoh as a god. What we learn from these early people is that mankind has a desire to worship. This is the case because God created mankind in His image to worship Him. We have been created to be worshippers. The major problem that man deals with is that he finds himself worshiping the creation rather than the creator. 
	When God gave the nation of Israel the Ten Commandments He addresses this issue in the first two commandments. Let’s read Exodus chapter 20:1-4 to review these commands. “Then God spoke all these words, saying ‘I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. You shall have no other gods before Me. You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath, or in the water under the earth. You shall not worship them nor serve them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, inflicting the punishment of the fathers on the children, on the third and the fourth generations of those who hate Me, but showing favor to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments.’” God wants His people to know that He desires them to worship Him because He is the God who has freed them from the bonds of slavery and has shown His many wonders in Egypt. It is not appropriate to worship a created image because those images can do nothing for them and have no power. This makes God angry because people would rather worship something they have created. When man chooses to worship something, he has created he likes it so much because he can make that thing be in his own image rather than in the image of God. 
	This is exactly what is happening with the King of Babylon. He has a statue created in his own image that he is demanding all of the people to worship in the kingdom. This brings us to the second major problem with idols, when someone creates a new idol to be worshiped then they demand others to worship it or face dire consequences. Why is this the case? As we have just said, man has been created to be a worshipper and due to the impact of sin in the world mankind has become very self-centered wanting to be the focus of worship rather than being a worshiper. The King of Babylon was demanding his subjects to worship the image because he wanted to know who in his kingdom would be loyal to him and also those who would not be loyal. He would then be able to take those who refused to be loyal and have them eliminated. 
	What we have here is a situation that Daniel and his three friends found themselves in that will have terrible results. We will come to find out is that even though these men are threatened with death if they refuse to worship the image, they still choose not to worship it and are willing to face the consequences. We will be discussing this the next time we get together. 
	For the remainder of our time together we will be looking specifically at what the idols may be that we are dealing with in our lives and what Scripture teaches us we should do to destroy the impact they are having. First, let us take a few moments to think carefully about the things in our lives that we allow to become our idols. I would like to share with you a list of potential things that can become idols. Please look at the list with me and if you have any more ideas to share, please feel free to do so. Here is a partial list: 
· we can allow other people to become an idol for us. We may choose to want to impress others so badly that we want to be praised or accepted by them. Not only are we sometimes the ones desiring the attention, but we also want to follow others who are successful in the eyes of the world. Examples of this would be how the public follows professional sports teams and celebrities so closely. Needing to know what a celebrity’s favorite flavor of ice cream is will not improve our lives in any way. Also, sometimes people can be attracted to a preacher that says things they like, rather than being concerned if the teaching aligns with Scripture. One last way that people can become an idol is in marriages when someone worships their spouse by placing them into the position of God.
· Another area of life that can easily become an idol are possessions. Whenever someone allows their possessions to mean more to them than their relationship with God then we can say those possessions have become an idol to them. To be clear, it is not wrong to have nice things and to enjoy the blessings that God has given to us. But we cannot allow material things to become the sole purpose of our joy and contentment. Jesus had a conversation with the rich young ruler in Matthew 10:17-22 “As He was setting out on a journey, a man ran up to Him and knelt before Him, and asked Him, ‘Good Teacher, what shall I do so that I may inherit eternal life?’ But Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good except God alone. You know the commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not give false testimony, Do not defraud, Honor your father and mother.’” And he said to Him, ‘Teacher, I have kept all these things from my youth.’ Looking at him, Jesus showed love to him and said to him, ‘One thing you lack: go and sell all you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.’ But he was deeply dismayed by these words, and he went away grieving; for he was one who owned much property.” As we see the concluding words in the passage, we find out why the man was not yet able to inherit eternal life. He loved his possessions more than anything else, so until he was able to depart with them, he was not yet saved. Jesus says that separating from those possessions when one is rich is very difficult. We must not allow the things we have to get between us and God. 
· A third category that can become an idol is pleasure, which we see taking over the culture today. There is such a focus on feeling good, being comfortable and then being able to do whatever someone thinks is okay in their own eyes. This is evident in the LGBTQ movement as well as the view that many people have towards religion. The prevailing attitude today is that people should be allowed to do whatever they feel is right for them. Whatever someone chooses to do should be accepted by all others as being right because other people are supposed to be able to tell you how to live your life. We see that this view of morality does not work because once someone from an opposing viewpoint makes their views known then they are called intolerant or a hater because they have a difference of opinion. When we allow our comfort and pleasure to become our ultimate goal in life it causes us to forget the things that are important. Life becomes too easy and then we become complacent thinking that life should always be that way. Rather than be so focused on pleasure we need to be more concerned with using our lives to give glory to God and live in a way that honors Him. 
· We will take some time to discuss some other areas of life that can become idols: profit, success or status in society, past achievements, etc. 
As we reflect on those things in our lives that may become idols, let us take time to answer these questions: 1. What am I spending my time on?, 2.What do I spend my money and energy on?, 3. What would I say is the most important thing in my life? The answers to these questions will help us to determine what is important in our lives. Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  
How to Destroy the Idols in Our Lives
	As we conclude our time together today let us talk about what we can do to destroy the idols that are present in our lives. The first point that we need to make is that idolatry is really a matter of choice. We do have a choice to make when it comes to idols. We can either choose to worship our Creator or we can choose to worship the creation. Let us keep the words of the Apostle Paul in mind as we begin: “No temptation has overtaken you except something common to mankind; and God is faithful, so He will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it. Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry.” (1 Corinthians 10:13-14). Therefore, the first point we must keep in mind is that idolatry is a temptation that God can help us to be delivered from. We do not have to worry that it is something that will trap us. If we seek the help of God in prayer, filling our mind with His words and asking for help from our brothers and sisters in the faith we can overcome it. The second point he makes is that idolatry is a temptation that we need to flee from. Why should we flee from it? We should flee from idolatry because it destroys the relationship we have with God. As God instructed the nation of Israel, He is a jealous God and will punish up to four generations those who hate Him but bless thousands of generations who love Him. The consequences of idolatry are severe but staying faithful to God and not allowing anything to come between Him and us also comes with much blessing. 
	The first way to destroy the idols in our lives is to identify what our idols are by asking God to reveal them to us. We must remember that our God knows everything that is in our hearts. He can reveal this to us through the Holy Spirit and equip us to guard our hearts and minds as we work to remove them from our lives. In chapter 4 of his epistle to the church in Philippi the Apostle Paul instructs the church how to constantly be thinking about only good things. “Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, think about these things” (v. 8). When we set our minds on the good things of God, we can guard our hearts against idol worship.
We must stay in contact with God by praying daily and reading His word. Staying engaged with the church family also puts up that shield of faith so that we might be able to withstand the attacks of the devil (Ephesians 6:16). Satan, as we have already said, is always working to do anything he can to remove our focus from God and place our hope in the things of this world. When Jesus was tempted in the wilderness by Satan, we see that this was a temptation he presented Jesus with as well when he offered Him all of the kingdoms of the world if Jesus would but only worship him. When people worship the creation rather than the creator, they are actually choosing to go the path of Satan because they want to focus on the temporary things of this world rather than the eternal things of God. This world, no matter what it may offer, will never satisfy the heart of man which was created to seek eternal things. Let us only look to God who can provide that for His people. If we choose to honor God over all other things, we can experience His love as He promised to Israel in the book of Exodus. May we never be distracted to love this world more than Him. Only God can satisfy the heart that longs for eternity. Amen. 
